212                   THE  COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA GANDHI

BOYCOTT BY CHINESE

We gather from the newspapers here that the Chinese want to
use the weapon of boycott against the Japanese. It appears that Japanese
officials tyrannize over the Chinese in Korea, The Chinese feel that
they are not strong enough for an armed encounter, but they know
that Japan cannot stay on in Korea or anywhere in China except with
their help. Japan has a large trade with China, and that gives the
Chinese immense power. Conscious of that power, they have decided
to boycott Japanese goods if Japan does not behave, and have already
proceeded to act on the decision. This has frightened Japan. Such is
the power of boycott, and boycott is only one aspect of satyagraha. If
by itself it can be so much stronger than hundreds of guns, what may we
not expect of satyagraha ? India, too, recently provided a fine example
of boycott. The telegraph operators went on strike in desperation and
created a scare in one day. Lord Minto sent telegraphic instructions
that a compromise should be reached with the telegraph operators.
Some foolish persons suggested that white operators alone should be
employed without realizing that thousands of men cannot thus be re-
placed at a moment's notice.

DRIVING COLOURED PERSONS TO LOCATIONS: DISCUSSION

At the annual meeting of Het Volk, a Dutch society in the Transvaal,
General Smuts declared that a municipal Bill, which, he hoped, would
solve the question of Coloured persons living among whites, would
be introduced during the next session of Parliament. He did not
elaborate the point further. The others, too, did not argue further about
the question. True satyagrahis need not be frightened at such moves;
only, they must remain vigilant. This should serve as a warning parti-
cularly to those who feel that satyagraha once has been enough.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 25-4-1908

113.   STORT OF A SOLDIER OF TRUTH[-IV]
"I have nothing more to say about Meletus's charge. I believe,
moreover, that most of the people here are opposed to me. You will
condemn me not on the basis of what Meletus and others say, but because
of the prejudice and suspicion of the multitude. But many a good man
has suffered in this way and many more will suffer thus in future.
"Someone may well ask: cAre you not ashamed, Socrates, of pursuing
studies which are likely to lead.to your death?5 I should answer such
a man with perfect justice: 'You are wrong. Even a man of slight worth